
VOLUSIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

101 Heaven's Gate Road, Suite F, DeLand, FL  32720 

(386) 985-4062, (Ext. 3) 

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 13, 2016 REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING. 

HELD AT 5:00 p.m. 

VS&WCD Home office 

101 Heaven’s Gate Road, Suite F 

DeLand, FL 32720 

 

I. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m., with Pledge of Allegiance and opening 

invocation. 

II. Roll Call 

Present: Peter Kouracos: Chairman 

  Cindy Todd: Supervisor 

  Ted Noftall: Treasurer 

  Alan Burton: Chair Emeritus 

  Tenille Todd: Administrative Assistant, VS&WCD 

  Katie Tripp: Assistant Supervisor 

  Oneisha Gary: Soil Conservationist 

 

Absent:  Beth James: Supervisor 

George Johnson: District Conversationist 

III. Minutes 

 Approval of minutes for February 10, 2016 regular monthly meeting.  Chair Emeritus 

Burton moves to approve the minutes, Treasurer Noftall seconds.  No discussion.  Motion 

carries. 

IV. Reports 

Oneisha Gary gives the district conservation report.  There are currently 26 applications in place 

for the EQIP program.  They are currently working on cost estimates for each application. 



V. Treasurer’s Report 

 Patricia Sykes-Amos is here from Greenlee, Kurras, Rice & Brown PA CPA's.  The audit 

has been performed and Mrs. Sykes-Amos is here to pass the written report to the Board and 

answer any questions.  Treasurer Noftall gives a check to Mrs. Sykes-Amos for $4,000 for the 

audit services.  Each member of the Board got a copy of the audit.  Chair Emeritus Burton: wants 

to clarify that on page two under “Opinion,” that sentence is the one that states that the 

VS&WCD has satisfied the requirements of the audit.  Mrs. Sykes-Amos states that that is the 

case and there were no problems with the audit.  The Board and the Treasurer did a fine job 

keeping up with the financials.   

 Clegg Hooks now needs to be notified that the audit has been performed and 

reimbursement procedures can begin.  Tenille Todd will take care of getting the proper 

information to Mr. Hooks. 

 The general opinion of the Board is that they do not want to do the BMP grant program 

again next year. 

 Chairman Kouracos: asks Mrs. Sykes-Amos about the fact that the Board under a 501c3 

tax bracket.  Mrs. Sykes-Amos: she will take a look at it and see what the Board needs to do to 

correct this oversite.  She thinks that we have probably lost that standing anyway because that is 

supposed to automatically happen after 3 years because we do not file income tax returns.  

Reminds the Board that if a business gives us items they cannot deduct those items on their 

taxes, but they can deduct money.  She says that we do not need any IRS designation because we 

are a governmental entity and they do not deal with the IRS. 

Chair Emeritus Burton motions that the audit is accepted as presented, Treasurer Noftall 

seconds.  Discussion: Patricia A. Sykes-Amos made the audit presentation.  Motion carries 

unanimously.   

Tenille gives Treasurer Noftall some bills for trees, The Beacon, Tenille’s invoice for 

services and T-mobile.  Tenille has disconnected the phone service through T-mobile and the 

only service the Board gets now is a mobile hotspot for internet. 

VI. Correspondence 

A letter from the National Association of Conservation Districts is asking for a membership 

renewal fee.  The Board agrees to not pay for the membership.  Supervisor Todd: advocates 

giving the Florida Association $25 as a donation. 

VII. Old Business 

Tree sale: Tenille has potted the remaining bare root trees and continues to sell them when she 

can.  Gave $140 in cash to Treasurer Noftall from selling trees.  Supervisor Todd and Tenille 

will check on the two people on the list that still need to pay.   

Email: Treasurer Noftall has decided he does not want an email address through the website.  

Tenille will delete the one that was made for him. 



Communication from R. Scott Palmer, Special Counsel to Florida Attorney General for Anti-

Trust matters: Chairman Kouracos was sent an email about an anti-trust violation.  Thinks is 

mistake.  Peter wrote back to verify and received no answer. 

Community Gardens: Chair Emeritus Burton: the environmental discovery center still being 

built.  Once the building is built there will be additional community gardens.  From what George 

Johnson told the Chair Emeritus, the Pierson community garden continues to grow. 

CISMA: no news. 

Envirothon/Education: Envirothon: extremely successful.  Chairman Kouracos gives report on 

how he gave out award certificates to each student that participated and separate ones for those 

that won.  Tenille talks about trying to get a page up on the website for this year’s Envirothon, 

but needs additional advising about pictures and students’ names. 

Chair Emeritus Buron: May 4th, at 3pm at the Ag center in Deland there will be a 

Working Group Meeting.  George Johnson will be talking about agriculture and ranching to the 

farmers, ranchers, and to us. 

Clean Water Ordinance: Chair Emeritus Burton suggests that the Board pass this ordinance to be 

included as a referendum on the ballot in August or November.  It read: 

 ORDINANCE No. 2016-01 

 Clean Water Additive Accountability Ordinance 

 All Volusia County political subdivisions shall establish a Clean Water Additive 

Accountability Ordinance: to set criteria for any water additive for the purpose of treating people 

for health claims.  Prior to adding a water additive for health claims, the additive needs FDA 

approval as “safe and effective”; and not add to the public water supply any contaminant that, 

when diluted into the water system, would exceed EPA standards for such contaminants. 

o Yes/Si 

o No/No 

Chair Emeritus Burton: talked to Ann McFall: title has to be 15 words or less and body is 

75 words or less.  She also said to contact the county attorney Daniel Eckert.  Eckert told Burton 

that he was not able to offer any legal help either through pro-bono or through the county.  

Supervisor of elections of Florida was also contacted and she sent back a statute.  Basically he 

has not been able to get anyone to advise him on the ordinance.  Feels however, that it is 

important that the Board pass the ordinance here and support it.  Chairman Kouracos: thinks that 

the Board should approach Richard Cain.  Might be able to get some legal advice from him.  

Supervisor Todd: wants to discuss the wording.  The bulk of the meeting is spent arranging the 

wording of the original ordinance that was written above.  Several members worry about 

clarification and to what standards is the county going to be held.  Treasurer Noftall: can use 

wording that says that the ordinance sets criteria for any chemical that is not for water purity.  

Supervisor Todd: is concerned that that wording is not strong enough.  Worry about the 

differences in the terms potability and purity.  Chair Emeritus Burton: is concerned that we have 



created a dual concept that will harder to explain on the ordinance.  Discuss whether to add 

words like contaminants or arsenic.  Every person present in the meeting gives an opinion and a 

suggestion on how to make it more clear or stronger. 

After spending time talking about the wording of the ordinance, Chair Emeritus Burton 

comes to the conclusion that he will not get any more legal advice because he likes that fact that 

we as the people are using our rights to come up with ordinances.  He does not want any legal 

opinion to override what we have done here.   

The ordinance with changes: 

All Volusia County political subdivisions shall establish a Drinking Water Additive 

Accountability Ordinance setting criteria for any additive claiming health benefits unrelated to 

potability.  Water additives shall require certification as safe for human consumption by both the 

manufacturer and vendor and shall not, when diluted into any drinking water supply, exceed 

limits established by the EPA in its Table of Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants. 

Chair Emeritus Burton moves that the ordinance be accepted by the Board as it is after 

spending time on the wording and that a special meeting be called in order to have the first 

public hearing.  Supervisor Todd seconds.  Motion carries with a unanimous vote yes.  The 

special meeting will be called for April 27, 2016. 

VIII. New Business 

Awards: none. 

Conservation Priorities report: none. 

Local Working Groups: announced earlier 

Discussion of HB191: No longer an issue, the bill did not pass. 

Goal/Priorities for 2016: Supervisor Todd: The website should have a link with instructions on 

how to create a community garden.  Possibility of starting a community garden blog.  If Clean 

Water Ordinance is a success, the Board should think about an ordinance that would allow home 

owners within city limits to have home gardens and collect rainwater.   

IX. Supervisor and Guest Comments 

None 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



Tenille Todd 

Administrative Assistant, 

State of Florida, 

Volusia Soil & Water Conservation District 

 


