
      MINUTES
    VOLUSIA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

         Special Workshop Meeting
     September 23, 2015

                                  Ormond Beach Public Library- 5:00pm - 6:52pm

Called to order 5:00pm.
Roll call:  Supervisors:  Alan Burton, Peter Kouracos, Beth James, Greg Gimbert, Ted Noftall
Guests : Tom Friend  project manager of the Estuary Trust,  Henry Pate employed at Patel Corporation,
Tom Corell, Katie Tripp, Associate Supervisor, USDA rep. George Johnson, Secretary, Cindy Todd, 
Chairman, Jason Davis, of Volusia County Council.  

Alan moved to accept minutes from September 9th meeting; Greg seconded.  Carried.

Cindy Todd's report:  Audit estimates needed by Clegg Hooks.  He will be paying for audit by 
purchase order.  Alan advised: need at least 3 written estimates.  Contact La Fiese.
Greg moved, Beth seconded, to pay Beacon ad bill and T Mobile bill.  Carried.

NRCS representative, George Johnson's report:  See attachment for details.  End of fiscal year 
forms being prepared.   
7 EQIP applications and  3 new CSP's and 15 renewal CSP's.  EQIP requests totaled $96,000.
All CSP's approved.  
Attended annual AFCD meeting in August.  
Had the MIL to do an irrigation evaluation for Pierson gardens.  Turned out well.
4-H 100 year celebration coming up.  Organizers need volunteers.
New soil conservationist hired, Oneisha Gary.
George requested that the VSWCD Supervisors us to sign the civil rights agreement as the  NRCS 
requires.
George shared the conservation education materials offered by the Water Education Group.
He also announced a CISMA planning/steering meeting on 29th of September at  Lyonia Preserve in 
Deltona.  (Three attachments)
Discussion of display for up-coming Volusia County Fair. 

Welcomed County Council Chairman, Jason Davis and  introduced him to all supervisors and guests.

FDACS replacement:  George said he will try to get him to attend the next meeting.

Burton comments on Tiger Bay Forest:  Mr. Burton has communicated through numerous emails 
with authorities.  Got an estimate of amount and lengths of trails that are in the fire line. Those fire 
lines should be a part of overall management plan.  
Alan commented on the seriousness of the anti discrimination affirmation, from NCRS, which will be 
signed by the board members.

Motion:  Ted wants to move the VSWCD postal mail address to Chairman, Peter Kouracos' address.  
Peter does not want mail coming to his address.  He suggested a post office box.  Ted ammended his 
motion and moved to acquire a PO Box address at Daytona Beach Post Office.  Beth seconded;  
carried.



Discussion: Ted wanted to find out the process of how to get the tech account money back to the state.
Ted moved, Peter seconded, to have Cindy find out what the process is to get the money returned back 
to the state.  Carried.  Board asked Cindy to send check back to FDACS by certified mail return receipt 
requested.

Discussion: Greg questioned whether we were going to possibly sign a new tech contract.  

Ted's Treasurer report:   Ted passed out a spread sheet on final BMP account administration.

Old business:
Assistance from county government:  Peter discussed what the board had asked the county for in 
assistance for hiring the tech.  Peter will write a letter of thanks to Dineen for help offered.  
Alan has wording ready for referendum mentioned last meeting.  Need a legal check list of what is 
needed to put it on the ballot.  Looking for legal assistance from the county or pro-bono help from a 
lawyer.  Will send out wording in an email.  
Greg recommended that the board go directly to Ann McFall to find out exactly what is needed to get it
on the ballot.

New Business:
Jason Davis was given the floor to present his idea of opening the mosquito lagoon to bring fresh water
from the ocean, into the river, through conduits placed below the ground. Mr. Pate was consulted on the
science.  
Henry Pate gave a synopsis on the science involved, which was studied and designed by Patel.  Gave 
board members a hand out of power point presentation.   
Comment: need more data to show conditions at the bottom of the inlet.  St. John's won't monitor.
Davis needs the board to agree to support the effort and help find the funding.  Estimated cost is 
$40,000,000.00 
Katie Tripp has comments on the project:  Due to lack of time, Ms. Tripp will be relating her comments
to Peter by email.  He will forward to the rest of the board.  

Kattie asked her colleagues at Save the Manatee about using their web site for a host.  No answer yet.  
Greg asked if they could host a few FDF files?  
Peter suggested that we drop the .com address.  Greg already paid for it, so Peter dropped the 
suggestion.  The board decided to renew the .org address for sure. 

Meeting adjourned 6:52pm.

 
 


