
MINUTES
VOLUSIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

101 Heaven's Gate Road, Suite F, DeLand, FL  32720
(386) 985-4062, (Ext. 3)

MEETING HELD AT 5:00 p.m. May 9, 2018 at:
Meeting Room 4.

Ormond Beach Regional Library
30 South Beach Street

Ormond Beach, Florida 32174

         I.        Call to Order, Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.   Call to order at 5:15pm by 
Beth James who chaired the first part of the meeting.  

         
         II.       Roll Call, Welcome, and Introduction of Guests. Supervisors present: Beth 

James, Katie Tripp, Dave Schaefer, and Peter Kouracos.  Assoc. Supervisor Derrick 
Orberg.  Guests: William Bliss and Administrative Assistant, Cindy Todd

        
        III.      Approval of Minutes from April 11, 2018 meeting.  Minutes were approved 

unanimously.  

         IV.      Reports: George Johnson-U.S.D.A.- N.R.C.S.  George met with 2 new 
clients who requested conservation planning assistance and assisted with Ormond 
Beach Earth Day.  The full report is filed at the office.  

  
         V.        Treasurer's Report – Dave Schaefer  Beginning balance was $8,118.28, 

Expenses were $334.94, and Ending balance was $7,783.34.   Peter and Dave still 
working on transferring the PayPal money to the new checking account.  U of F 
cashed the $75.00 check, and Howard hasn’t been able to get it refunded.  Katie 
moved to pay the Beacon bill; Beth seconded.  Motion passed.   Katie moved that the
board pay the administrator’s March and April invoices for $549.65 and $492.92.  
Beth seconded.  Motion passed.

         
         VI.      Correspondence – Review of correspondence.. None

VII.     Old Business



   1. Tree Sale post sale event held on 4-7-2018, discussion. (Master Gardner 
fair).  Pelican Bay Rotary ordered potted trees.  Sold potted trees at 
the Master Gardener sale and Port Orange Earth Day.  

                     2. Discussion about possible 2018 grant applications (1.) EPA grant  
Nothing to report.

   3. Community gardens.  Chisolm garden doing well with good 
participation.  

                     4. CISMA, and potential activities, any at present.  George is going to look 
for CISMA educational booklets for Volusia County.  
                     5. Discussion about Ormond Beach Earth day, and Port Orange Earth day.  
Supervisors attended both Earth Days.  The VSWCD got good exposure and press 
from participation in Earth Days and Rotary planting.  
.  
VIII.      New Business

   1.  Conservation Priorities and Educational programs.  George brought up 
the VSWCD 2nd grade poster winner also won 2nd place at the AFCD 
regional meeting.  Cindy reported on giving out prize money to the 2nd 
grade and high school local winners of the poster contest.

   2.  Local working group.  George will begin planning the working group 
in June.  

   3. Email addresses to be discussed consistent with new AFCD web address, 
Charlene Richburg.  Due to Tenille’s wedding, the work on the web 
addresses was postponed.  Dave said he could get someone from his 
company to work on the setting up of the emails.  

   4. Update concerning invitation to IFAS Extension Office Director.  Peter 
wanted to know if a Supervisor could attend.  George thought any 
Supervisor can go.  Katie expressed the desire to go.   Meeting is at the
Ag Center; Date/time is: May 29th, at 10:00am.

   5. Discussion of strategies for adoption of a budget.  Cindy reported that, 
although Charlene Meeks was out of town, she would try to contact 
Kaylee about a budget template.  Katie, Kellee Jo, and Beth will need 
to work on the budget and present their ideas to the board at June 
meeting.  Cindy is helping contact the appropriate person.

6. Any new business deemed just and suitable by the Board members.

 Previously, the board approved the purchase of ink for Peter’s printer and he

announced that he will be buying it soon.  

 Katie moved to approve a budget of $1,800.00 for the purchase of tree 

seedlings for next year’s annual sale. Dave seconded.  Motion passed. 

 Cindy suggested a work day to transplant the two and three year old potted 



trees into larger pots.

 Peter will call the City Island library to reserve a meeting room for the June 

meeting.  The July meeting will be held at the DeLand office.

X.        Supervisor and Guest Comments

 Katie said she will be giving a pollinator speech Friday, May 18th, at the Port 

Orange Library.  

 As part of the Rose Bay project, Katie will be working on the eradication of 

Brazilian pepper.

 William Bliss gave the board his greeting.

                  XI.        Adjournment was at 6:30pm.  


